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A dictionary description of the word (I am not & German scholor, but this is what
tgencalogy' says it is an account’ of human'a German-English dictionary says. In the
family pedigrees of ancestors or relatives'l7oo's there was a very large German migra-
or the investigation of same; tracing of tion into Penn. Historians of the German mi-
ancestors. e grations usually refer to the German immi-

grants as "Palatines". The Palatines were

There are many sources of material for jppabitants of the principality of the Pala-
such a project: state and Federal archives ., (Pfalz), but there were also immi-
couply end Town. COUrILOUEe recordsf CONSUS o onts who were Hessians, Saxons, Bavarians,
records, family Bibles, letters, piotures, i, .tiembergers, and many others. The Eng-
and -the inevitable bugaboo of genealogy: 1igh clerks who registered their entrance
femily tradition - "my grandfather said jpto this country had an unfortunate habit
his grendfather..... etc." This is a Veryof calling them all Palatines. These clerks,
good start to your investigation, but al- ynable to speak German, also wrote the
most never to be relied upon as fact with-panes of the German immigrants as they
out further proof. Most of the time, findgounded, since many of the Germans could
ing out about the history of your family not spcak English, nor write their names,
just entails many hours of digging into honce the changes in spelling.
records and searching. ;

The heads of the Housc of Wittelsbach in

There is much room for error, much roomghe Palatinate were Catholics, and from
for theory and supposition, incorrect 1680-1716, the reign of Johan Wilhclm was
spelling, copying of names and dates, the characterized by religious oppression; Karl
mixing up of generations with the same philipp who followed him from 1716 to 1742
names, etc. Every genealogist is convin- "inflicted the most terrible crueltiss on
ced that his theory and facts are correct the Pfalz and renewed the violent religious
when a diTlerence of opinion crops up. 4 persccution" (Emigrants.... by Krebs and
proper sort of genealogist never believes Rubicam.) It is reasonablc to assume that
enything hes told until he has seen the  this type of repression was perhaps the
proof himself. reason our ancestors chose to come to Ameri-
ca. This country had been represcnted to
them as a veritable paradise, which in com-
parison, it was.,

So, therefore: the 'Tacts' as reported
in these letters is information we have
found and do believe to be correct and re-
levant but, having reported our theories lic are not sure whether Christopher was

and 'facts', we invite any or all of you born in this country or not. We aren't sure
to prove us in error and hope you will, who his parents were, yet. The family tra-

since there is nothing messier than a fam-dition is that he and two or threc brothers
ily_history full of inconsistencies and  came to this country in the 1700's, but we .
errors and unproven 'facts'!l heve not been able to find proof of this and
are inclin ¢d to think it may have baen
Ehristopher's fathsr and his brothers, if
the story has credence to begin vi the

Supposition and theory will be labled a
such if we know this is what it is. <11
sour ces of material will be reported if
available. e hope to make it interesting 1In a family Bible which belonged to
to you, whether you are particularly in- Christopher's son-in-law, Burwell Hylton,
terested in your family history of not. there is written the following statement,
We hope by starting the ball to rolling towyhich is as near as we can come to proving
get others interested and working on the +the date of birth of Chri stopher »lusher.
history of our family. We are amateur hisit says:
torians and make no claims to perfection.
Ve could use a lot of helpl

" OHRISTOPHLR SLUSHER
departed this life on the 1llth

e hope you will not expect our ancos- day of December in the year |
try to be run back to the kings of Europe of our Lord 18L5, apged BB ycars E
o the Franks who settled tho Ehine Valley one lonth and 26 days" \

in the early Christian era - not right at _ _ ) )
once anyway. "One of the'major problems This would make the date of his birth
in Pa. Gonman genealogy is the dotermina- October 15, 1757. '

tion of the ancestral homes of the German Someoric in the family, way back has sup-
families who came to this country in the posedly secn the graves of Christophor and
18th century" (&migrants from the Palo-" hig wife, Bva, and these dates are what is
tinate to the American Uolonies in the supposcd to be carved on the stone. How-

18th Century by Krebs and Rubicam.) e cangyer, as far as is known now, the grave is
prove nothing further back than Christopher lost to us, although therc is a concerted
Slusher, who was born in 1757 and died in ggarch going on for it now. Tho age as giv-
18445, although we have theories' It's noten sbove would match the age given by Chris-
that the facts are positively not avail- {ophor himself in his brother John's Revo-
able, it's Jjust that we haven't dug them Jlutionary war FPension application. (More
out yet if they are. about this later.)

The probable background of the Slusher we are reasonably sure Christophor was
family, of coursc, is German. The name born in Pa., possibly iﬂ.&ﬁEEEEEEErQQHQEy,
Slusher was originally spelled SCHLOSSER..EQ: The first absolute fact we have con-
In Germsn, the word SCHLOSS means castle Tcerning a Crhistopher bdlusher is in 1779,
or lock, and Schlosser meang locksmith. in Lancaster County. He paid taxes on some
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land, as did a John Slusher and a Peter ~ as to what ouF Christopher's middle name

m—-—8lusher.- s I _.really was. Perhaps only -Huff? Note: This

] name, Huffstuffle, has not been too popular
The Muster Roll of Capt. Baltzer Orth's 2 DI
¢ de dants of Chris, Jr. Srl
Company of the 2nd Battalion of Lancaster V1th L d_scen Sk kBy Bl F. SRS

County Militia, Commanded by Major Shouff- In 1802, '0%, and 'OL, taxes were paid on
ler, on service in Northampton County was the Frederick County land through soneone
entered on 23 Oct. 1780 and lists: clse. . ;

Private Chri stopher Slusser : There is a family tradition that a wagon

“train of German peoplec from the vallcy of Va.
And he is listed as First Class in the were on their way to the loravian Colony in

return of Capt. Stone's Co. of the 2nd . N.C. and ran out of rations in Floyd County
Batt. Lancaster County Militia in Dec. of and had to stay there instead of continuing
the same year: thoir journey. (1 prefer to think they saw
Tirgst Class Chrlstophgr Slusser how beautiful it was and stayed on purpose).
Mar ched 1st day of December 1780 . Uo date is given for this migration.
And in 1782, "A return of the names of In 180%, Christopher bought, or was

‘cach and every male white person inhabitinggranted land in Montgomery County, Va. (600
or résiding within my district in the 2nd acres). (Floyd County was formed from Mont-
Co. of the Sccond Battalion of Lancaster Cogomery County in 1832.)

militia between the ages of 18 and 53 yvars: now, we have sesn that Christopher

First Class Christopher Slusser" came from Pennsylvania to Maryland to

--: Pa. Archives, 5th Ser. Vols 7) Northern Virginia and into Floyd County.

: ; . If you look 2t a map you can see the rcason
it 2 iv =] 55 ~ ;

. - 1?80’ 2 Chr%ét ]blushur boug?t-lund for the migration of so many of the German

in washington County, Md. A Peter Slusher 1mm1grants to Virginin - a valley runs al-

maﬁe EEO ?DWn payment. His father perhaps? most straight from Pa. through Va.

a brother? .

Now, we know that Christopher had a bro-
married. His wife's name was BEva, or Bvs, o nam?d Joim, an% whas dohn Bppsienbly
but we do not know what her last name was, ConC o montggmery boun?y gbout: the: sams
e baS b rorc married. (soms s Ve time that Christopher did. John was born

g - Oy Weres zd. me say her . g / ;
Tast FBme wag S A J in 1754, as indicated by his statement in

; the pension application. There are indica-

The descendants of Chris, Jr. say that tions that John lived in Lancaster Co., Pa.
Chris, Jr. was born in Bucks Co., Pa. on  and deeds from John Slusher in Frederick
June 1ly; 1781. He is prgsumgd to be Chris-Co. Va. and he was surety for the marriage
topher'!s oldest child, but George may be of some of hisg childron in Montgomery Co.
the older. in the carly 1800's. From his Pension Ap-
i plication we believe he lived nearer Black-
sburg than Floyd where Christopher lived.

Somctime in lféd,_bhristophor may have

Christopher Sr. would have been 2L-ycars
old in 1781l. Chris, Jr. may have becen born
whils hiﬁ father was in service in North- ¢ think just maybe Christopher had a
hampton bounty, since Bucks Co. is noxt o 5ig540r named Cathorine too. A Catherine
Worthampton. Chris, Sr. may have met his  g),5hor marricd Casper Smith on March 24,
wife and marricd in that arca while he was 1788 in Frederick County, Va. They camc
scrving in the Militia there. to Floyd County too, and Christophsr
" In 1788, a Christ Slusher sold land in Schlosser and wife Eva were sponsors for
washington County, Maryland, with the ap- their daughter Elizabeth, born Feb, 1, 1805.
proval of his wife Eva, and the next year, ¢ have no proof that Catherine was a sis-
1789, "Jacob Sperry of Frederick County, Vater to Christopher though.
deeded land to Christopher Slusher of wasn- The following, all listed in one place,
ington County, Maryland". He would have  ,pg the names of the children of Christo-
been J2 years old at this timo. 4Apparontly ,her Slusher, insofar as we are aware, with

he did not immedintely move to IFrederick & short biographical sketch. They are not
Co. since he is listed in the washington bohecessarlly in order, because we are not
Md. census of 1790. sure when some of them were born:

His son David was born in 1790, (in .ashpuopgy evidently did not come to Floyd Co.
ington Co. id?). wo belicve that in 1791 Treyfig father from Frederick Co. His
Chris probably moved his family to Ffreder- _;peerg name was Mary, he died before his
ek Co. Va. His son Solemon was hrew Il poiper did, and his children filed powers

1796 (In Fredoerick Co?) nmd Jacob was DOrn-,p gttorney for their share in his estate
in 1797 (7). (Uhristopher's cstatel)

_ in 1801, the Frederick ?ounty, Va. Mar- pRTER: married Celisa White, daughter of
Zld ioizcoris °howrthl 3 dliSh“i r°tjff1“¥IEEE&d White, on‘Mov. }2, 1812. ye dg not
e cut a marriage bond TC marry ANMNA jyiay when he was born, but assume he died

Myers . : around March 12th, 1870, since there is a

{Our Christopher's name is supposed to receipt, "Received of Jacob S. Harmon four
have been Christopher Huffstuffle Slusher. dollars for making Peter Slusher's coffin
Merch the 12th 1870. s/ ¢. H. Slusher"

In an article on German gencalogy in the
W 1 T reneas ¢ i = o ; =) J11 ¢ ) T _ " - :
“3ti°nii g?ni“loglf*l °°°1;ty :Ejzt“i?y _CtRISTOPHER, JR., b: June 1k, 1871, married
&mi yf133 f”:hb &?Lif?mut? 6*Ch£?rtt';3nimb(l) Anns Myers, (2) Susan Houx and (3)

tul ? ,ff;fl Soornene hor e o OP:’;f Christina Nevins; moved to Lafayctte County,
not a separate name, which makes a question . - - B WnEe. GHEE T T Wit kS Was
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h? years old. He had 11 children

Ry ¥ ANN was the youngest we think, born
im 1803 in Floyd County.
Burwell EHylton, and they had 15 children.
1i boys end L girls, one boy died an in-
fent, 10 fought in the Civil wWar, 9 were
cither woundcd, captured or killed or all
three.

SUSLN CATHERINE (CATY) Caty married Cary
simmons on Apr. 9, 181l5. e don't know

#hen she was born or died. Christopher &
wife wsre sponsors for their child Eva,
bern Apr. 9, 1Bié.

SOLOMON HARWOM was born April 27, 1796, d:

June 2, 1878, merried Permelia (#illy) Reed wo went to Fort ann.

Jan., 2, 1816. He and wifs, asmong others
arc -buried in a small cemstery on the Iroy
woolums farm near sira Fork grocery in
Fioyd County.

o ruDUT;P, 1707 dnd dicd Oct j, 1871
“vias married to Telithe Hylton in 1818 and
had zeven children.
Puc“ﬁ+1y'f0upd said he and his wife had
moved in with Christopher & wife to take
sarc off thome ‘
don't know much about.
_?nu family think she mdy have been
of John instead of Chris. She

"lis'Ji“_- AH e
sonz
5 &aughtul
mafriaed I-L;
hontgomery- County, Johm Bayme Sccurity,
J.u.d: 't’__lt is theo

5
LTS

' uLTZABLlH was born Jan..1u1_1787, probably

. J;snlngyon Co. Md. She married Solomon
Harmen on March 6, 1810.  She and her hus-

band seem to be much involved in the set-

a Justice of thne

Mary Ann married-

In fact Brandy wins.

wy Bayne, on Sept. 15, 1804 in -

Pence for the County &
State aforesaid, .aged 8l years, who being
first duly sworn according to law, doth

on his oath make the following declara-
tion in order to obtain the benefit of the
provision madse by the act of Congress,
passed the 7 June 183%32. That he inlisted
in March 1775 and was then 21 years of age,
in a company under the Command of Capt.
John Melson. 4t that time He was a citi-
zen near Hagerstown baryland. we marched
from thenes to New York to Canaday by way
of Ticonderoga. At Staunton Island we had
o small ingagement and took thirty two
prisoners.cnd several woter crafts who
came to shore to get water. From Canaday
4t that plzce we re-
loased five hundred prisoners who had been
talen by the British and Indians. when we
left Fort sunn we wers attached to the
first Hegiment of Pennsylvania under the
Command of Coloncl John Dehors. ws remain-
ed at Ticonderoga until March 1776. we
then marched to Philadelphia at which

One of the old:letters PL2ce ho was discharged.

(Second page of application papers.)

He
phia and was

was a voluntesr after he left Philadel-
awounded at the Battle of

He hereby rclinquishes every
claim whatsoever to a pension or annuity
execpt the present, and he declares that
his name is not'on any pension roll of any
agency in any state. Sworn and subscribed

last record we have of her. to this day and year afo%usald-

LS

(J)

LISI‘ 1{ )
I Charles Black a Justice of the peace
for the Uounty and State  aforesaid do.cer-

John Slusher

“tlement(or non-scttlement) of Christopher's tify that from the facts dotailed in the

estatc. We have not found the final dis-
positicn as yet.

DAVID was born Sept. 6, 1790, died apr. 6,
1840. He and his wifs, Nanecy Cox Slusher,
are buried in the old Goodykoontz Cometery -
in Floyd County. Noncy was the daughtcr
of Carter Cox.

BaRBARA marricd Llijah Turman on August
20 1812. . He was son-of Charles Turman.
. They moved to Carroll County and lived
there and that's about all we know about
their family yet. :

STEPHEN married Charlotte Hylton in 182l
“md he moved to Indiara with his family
whe ¢ he died in 1840 or '41. His widow
remarried and moved back to Floyd Co.
EE O
REVOLUTIOWARY WaR PENSION ArPLICATION
' oF
~ JUHH SLUSHER

Photostutic copy of this document may
be had by writing the National archives
and Reeerds Service, washington, D. C.
anc requecting copy of Revolutionary war
Pension aApplication No. 9666. Cost used
to be $L.00 and it will take a couple of
monthsg to get it.

DECLAHATION
B¢h day of June 1835
resident of the

County of dontgomery, State of Virginia
Personally appuared before Churles Black

On this

dJohn Slusher, a

above declaration that I believe the ap-
plicant John Slusher to be of the age he
avers & that he was o soldier in the revo-
lution. 1 also certify that the cause of
the application being made out of Court
is owing to the inszbility of the witness
in this cause to attend court. 1 do fur-
ther .certify that there is no regularly
ordained clergyman in the ncighborhcod as
is required, to certify to the crsdibili-
ty of the parties. I do also certify the
above named applicant is a respectible
citizen of this commonwealth & his oath
is intitled to credit.

/ Charles quck

(Page three of ‘PPllCdthﬂ papers.)

I Christopher oSlusher, a citizen of
Floyd County, Virginia, aged 78 years, am
& brother of the applicant John Slusher,
do certifyy that I was a soldier of tho re-
volution, and from tha best of my recol-
lection, believe that my brother John en-
listed ot the time stated in his declara-
tion, but cannot say for what length of
time, as we at the time I henrd he had en-
listed resided a considerable distance a-
part, say one hundred miles, nor were we
near each other to my knowledge during the
time of our servatudes.

' His
(<)

Mark

Christopher Slusher
Floyd County to wit:

This day Christopher Slusher came be-
fore me Thomas McCabe a Justice of the



Peace -for the-oountyaabove"and'made oath I am yours most respectfully

to the above certification. - " Hiram Amiss agent
Given under my hend this 18th day of dJune ' for John Slusher
1835. . MoCabe . . (Fage six (last) of application papers.)
(At thisfpoint in the papers the WAR DEPARTLENT
seal and a tape are across the - Pension OFFfice
vriting, blocking out the part July 9, 1835

of the below certification and

thé first of* the name obove.) SR gt st
T I have rec  the declaration of Jn Slush-
Virginia Floyd County to wit: © er and have placed it on filec.
I William G The County Court of Flo-  The claim internal evidence
yd do certify that Thomas licCabe is ‘of its not being well founded.
ice of the peace in and for the county The claiment allegos to have enlisted in
afore - and that above purport~ Mary&and in March 1775 & to have marched
ing to be his is genuine. from Mew York to Canada and was subscquently
My hand and the seal of the discharged at Philadelphia in March 1776.
County at Office the The Battle of Lexington did not take
of June 1835.. : place until April 1775, and 1 have nover
s/ w. Goodson clk. heard of troops being raoised in Maryland be-

fore that time; neither have I any knowledge
of any troops from the South having engaged
This day of Junu 1835 - o in the expedition to Ticonderoga. The most
' positive proof will bc reguired to cstab-
lish a claim so doubtful which he has so
lOIlc, d&l&yyd .

(Page four of the application papers.)

Jhlllp Kelstcl érsonally ap-
P Y B

pearoed before me g.Justicg of the Péace

for the -County oi uoptgomury and btﬁte of s/ d.h.n
Vlrglnla # 3 i ¢ R
i we Hiram Amiss
(This is mmrked as above) Blacksburg, Virginia.
X L zuSﬂnhfard rllt;’ Daughturdof Philip (Transmittal paper from the National
ol gxen Who Lg mow laboring under g paras Archives states these are all the
letive and not able to detach the facts oapors in the Pile of Tobn BTushes.)

do Certify that I have heard my Farther

say that the above applicant was in the John & Christopher signed their affica-
Rovolution that he was absent from home Vits with théir first initials (J & C) in-
twolve months. I also herd my mother, nowstead of X's - perhaps they could write Gor-

deceased, who was well acguainved with theMil, but not bnglish.

applicant John Slusher say that he was a lote that Christopher's affidavit gives
Revolutionary Soldier. reasonable proof that he had a brother John;
Junes B8th 183%5 Har Chis age; that ho was a soldier of the Revo-

' Susan ¥  Henderlite lution; that he probably lived in or around

Laneaster Co. Pa. at the time involved. It
o gl e ok L ) o . would bu about 100 miles from Hagorstown.
L. g0 cif;ifthh?t ﬁng L dupon?nﬁ’ls Most of us who have scen this document fecl
i_i;sgez 2 Udﬁitlbgn “ng+2°§804th L8 AT Lk poor old John should have had his pen-
O b a 73 wi " - - %) - . .
+IEARR-HE, SrRRS W 35 ‘ sion' He probably just got his dates mixed
s/ Charles Black up. John's will is dated Junc 1840, and
mentionsg children John, Peter, dJacob, Sally
. MeConley and Polly Brookmen. Marriage re-

L B3¢0 Delicntnghio olerk of the Rk cords of llontgomery County show David Brook-
court of liontgomery do hereby certify tha t an énd Polly Slusher marriod Oct. 31, 1809,
bhgr?z; Blfgﬁcisn%yJizzlgalchzhu iofgzcéﬂUqu slusheor, Sursty; John Slushcr and Folly
qnd 15; N P Iubfl “mﬂt; o2°% Oderwalt morried Oct. 11, 1815, Goorge Oder-
o e W and eliove . 8% walt, father; John Slusher and 4lizabeth
tho signature above purporting %o be his o .4 norricd Oct. 2ly; 1818 and Jacob Slu-
is geonuino. a1 A

aricd I Covu : on Octs 2 1829,
In witness whereof I have horeunt 32;; ;?u ;ziy SE:;{&m o 0oty S 7

sect my hand and seal of my office
the 20th day of Junc 18%5. Hags anyone living around Blacksburg any

3/ R. D. Montaguc, Cl. knowlodge of the whereabouts of John's
grave? Thore is a possibility that his
(Page five of tho application papers) wifc's name was Christine. It is believed

l'.-';;',j_l" i’

Virginia, Montgomery County SCT.

) d that John's descendants spelled thoir name
Blacksburg  Junc 2% 1835 Slusner . | |
Sir: . E S A B
I remit to you the declaration of Mr. Next time, somu of the data we have on

Jorm Slushcr who makes application for o 4hs children of Christopher; inventory of
pension. He is an old man I am of the OP-(pristopher's estate; perhaps onc of the
inion honestly deserves a Pension. Your lottors we have; and p.rhaps some of the
Exccllency will oxamine the document and  gopjeoturc about the parentage of Christo-
ghould you consider the old gentleman in- .y r and John. «hat would you like?
titled to a pension you will transmit his
warrant to mc ot this place as the agent
of John Slusher. If the declaration is
informal on any way you will write me
directly.

(contrd)



